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Figure 5. The Cave Automated Virtual Environment (CAVE) in VIAL at MSU (left) and a virtual timber stand
derived from LiDAR (right).

SUMMARY

The completed and on-going research at MSU points to a variety of applications of LiDAR in forest
assessments. LiDAR has been demonstrated as a robust measurement tool for collection of information generally
used in forest inventory. It also shows significant promise in other applications such as forest typing, wildlife
habitat assessments, landscape-scale modeling, and stand visualization.

New research projects at MSU are now addressing additional questions associated with understory assessments,
growth and yield modeling, carbon monitoring, and basic target recognition and sampling issues.
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