Mississippi State Student Organization Grilling in Style
The Mississippi State University student section of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) is a Mechanical Engineering organization focused on the development of students into the professionals of tomorrow. ASME participates in a variety of activities every semester including: attendance at professional development conferences, plant tours, printing t-shirts, student information sessions about various companies, student chapter meetings with professors as speakers, and many more. As part of all these activities, Mississippi State ASME also competes in the Ingersoll Rand Competition with student sections from other schools across the nation. 

In order to provide students with all these opportunities, ASME must spend a considerable amount of money from year to year. To be able to do this, we participate in a number of fundraiser activities including: t-shirt sales, polo shirt sales, and cookouts on the drill field. Most of our fundraising comes from cookouts on the drill field. We grill hamburgers, hot dogs, and sausage dogs offering very competitive prices on all meals. 

At the beginning of the fall 2003 semester, we realized the grill we normally use to cook was getting old and in need of replacement. However, we didn’t have the funds to buy a new grill as we were spending our money on student activities. We needed help from someone. A number of us had worked on a design project with Viking Range Corporation in the fall of 2001 and this was the first industry that came to mind for help.  We sent an email to Gerald Nelson, the University’s Director of Entrepreneurship and asked him to pass it on to the right person at Viking. Gerald passed the email on to Viking Range and within a week, they called us and told us we could pick up the grill at our convenience. The Mechanical Engineering department let us use the departmental pickup truck the following Friday to pick up the grill. 
The student section has seen the value and importance of teamwork and generosity. Through the help of Gerald Nelson, the support of the Mechanical Engineering Department, and the generosity of Viking Range Corporation, we not only have a new grill, we have a 41 inch stainless steel Viking Professional Series Grill. The ASME section is very grateful for this donation and it will remind us of the generosity of Viking for years to come.
