To Prospective MSU Drumline Members:

Hello and welcome to the MSU Drumline!  I want to thank you for your interest in our program and hope that you find the audition process to be both challenging and educational.

The audition packets for various instruments have been posted in PDF format on the drumline website.  This material will constitute the majority of what will be used in the audition process, in addition to other sight reading materials. Please print out the music for your instrument to practice and bring to the auditions.

The most frequent question I receive is, “How many spots do you have open this year?” The answer is, “EVERY spot is open”.  Returning members will have to go through the same audition process as new members.  This is the only way to keep the auditions fair, competitive and accurate.  We want to give everyone the opportunity to do their best and benefit from the process.
Every year we have students from a wide variety of backgrounds and ability levels audition for our program.  This process is not meant to scare or intimidate you, but rather serve as an objective means of assessing and selecting personnel for the upcoming season.  Here are some suggestions to help you prepare:
· Feel free to audition on as many instruments as you want.  Many of our most successful students began playing an instrument that was not their first choice!

· Start slow.  Take out flams and diddles to solidify your understanding and rhythm at first.  If you can’t play it slow, you can’t play it fast.

· Focus on your technique.  “How” you’re playing is just as important as “what” you’re playing.  We will take time to explain technique at the first audition.  Please be attentive and ask questions, if needed.  Your ability to adjust will serve as a factor in the audition.

· Practice with a metronome.  If you don’t, you will only be reinforcing bad habits.  We use a metronome almost everyday throughout the summer and fall season.

· Practice marking time while you play (for all material except 

“Flams 06”).  Your ability to march and play in time will be a significant 

factor in the audition.  The MSU Drumline marks time by lifting the 

whole foot off the ground, not just the heel.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  I look forward to meeting you at the auditions.

Best wishes,

Dr. Jason Baker

Arranger/Instructor – MSU Drumline

Assistant Professor of Music

