
Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course 
 
The Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course is a one-week 
course designed to teach basic principles of 
turfgrass management.  All subject material is based on 
turfgrass fundamentals and no prior experience or 
training is required. Examples from all turfgrass 
professions are used, including golf course, sports field, 
commercial turf, residential turf, parks and recreational 
turf, and roadside turf.  Format of instruction is informal 
and classroom interaction is encouraged between 
instructors and participants.  In 2008, the Level 1-
“Turfgrass Management Principles” will be offered and 
depending on enrollment  Level 2 – “Advanced Turf 
Pest Management” as well.  Level 1 is recommended to 
have been completed in a prior year before participating 
in Level 2. 
 

Time and Location 
 
The 2008 Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course will be 
held December 15-19, 2008.  On-site registration will 
begin at 12:00 noon in the lobby of Dorman Hall.  
Classes begin at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 15 and end 
11:30 a.m. Friday, Dec. 19.  The fee for attendance 
includes tuition, supplies, 2009 MTA dues, dinner on 
Monday evening, lunches on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, and refreshments during class breaks.  The 
fee does not include other meals, lodging, or incidentals.  
Dorman Hall is located just south of the football 
stadium (Stone Blvd.). 
 

Pesticide Recertification 
 
Pesticide re-certification credit in Category No. 3, 
Ornamentals and Turf will be given to Short Course 
participants requiring pesticide re-certification from the 
Mississippi Bureau of Plant Industry for commercial or 
private use.  Other states have also awarded credit. 
 

GCSAA Continuing Education 
Accreditation  

 
The Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course is recognized 
by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America as an educational meeting fulfilling continuing 
education accreditation.  CEU’s (approx. 2.8) will be 
approved by the GCSAA for credits toward certification 
or renewal.  Documentation of attendance is the 
responsibility of each Certified Golf Course 
Superintendent. 
 

Turfgrass Short Course 
Subject Material 

 
Level 1-Turfgrass Management Principles 
             
 
Selecting Turfgrasses 
Establishing/Renovating Turfgrasses 
Turfgrass Biology 
Introductory Soils for Turf Managers 
Soil Fertility and Fertilizers 
Diagnosing and Managing Soil Problems 
Plant Nutrient Management 
Micronutrient Requirements 
Soil Testing for Turf  
Principles of Turf Cultivation 
Winterizing Turf and Overseeding Techniques 
Managing Spring Transition of Winter Overseeding 
Turf Weeds - ID and Control  
Herbicides - Application Methods and Safety 
Turf Insects - ID and Control 
Turf Disease Management 
Nematodes - ID and Management Principles 
Ornamental Tree/Shrub Care 
Perennial/Annual Flowering Plants 
Personnel Management 
Cost Accounting/Budgets 
Turf Equipment Selection and Management 
Demonstrations and Tours 
 
 
 
 
Level 2-Advanced Turf Pest Management 
    (Will be offered in 2008 in addition to Level 1) 
 
Weed Identification and Biology 
Herbicides - Modes of Action. 
Calibration 
Nematology 
Insect Identification and Biology 
Insect Pest Management Strategies 
Disease Epidemiology and Symptomology 
Pathogen Identification (Laboratory Diagnostics) 
Disease Control Recommendations 
Pesticide Application Safety 
Pesticide Resistance Management 
Principles of Integrated Pests Management (IPM) 
Principles of Plant Growth Regulation and PGR’s 
Demonstrations and Tours 
 
 
 
 
 

        Registration Form 
2008 Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course 
 
Name_____________________________________ 
 
Title______________________________________ 
 
Firm/Club__________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_________________________ 
                                        (Street or Box No.) 
 
City____________________________________  
 
State _________________    Zip________________ 
 
Phone_____________________________________ 
                    (Business)                           (Home) 
E-mail___________________________ 
    
 (circle level attending)       I          II   
 
Fees:      Early  Registration ---$260 

(Payment received by December 1, 2008) 
On-site Registration ---$300 

 
To Apply: Send your registration fee of $260 (make check 
                   payable to MTA Short Course) and this form.  
                  Fees MUST accompany your application. 
 
Amount enclosed $ __________ Your check no. ________ 
 
CREDIT CARD PAYMENT, COMPLETE THE 
FOLLOWING (or Call MTA office 662-325-0517 to provide 
card number). 
                
       AX                 VISA               MASTER CARD 
    
________________________  _______ 
  SIGNATURE OF CARDHOLDER     EXP. DATE 
 
Return with payment to: 
 
 Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course Coordinator 
 Box 9555 
 Mississippi State, Mississippi  39762 
 
 Phone (662) 325-2331   FAX (662) 325-2705 
 E-Mail: wwells@ext.msstate.edu 
 Webpage at:   http://www.msstate.edu/org/mta 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Tax Deduction for Education Expense 
 
The United States of America Treasury Regulation 
1.162.5 may permit you to take an income tax deduction 
for education expenses (registration fees and cost of 
travel, meals, and lodging) undertaken to : “(1) maintain 
or improve skills required in one’s employment or other 
trade or business, or (2) meet express requirements of an 
employer on a law imposed as a condition to retention 
of employment, job status, or rate of compensation.” 
 

Housing Requirements 
 

Participants are required to make their own motel 
reservations.  Motel rooms within close proximity of 
MSU campus are available at the America’s Best 
Value Inn (662-323-6161, Comfort Suites (324-
9595), Days Inn & Suites (662-324-5555), Hampton 
Inn (800-426-7866), Holiday Inn Express (662-324-
0076), and Microtel Inn (662-615-0700).  Several 
have given special rates for the Turfgrass Short 
Course.  Contact their registration desk and mention 
the Mississippi Turfgrass Association Short Course.  
The University also provides nightly guest lodging in 
Herbert Hall for a minimum fee (approx. $30). Check 
web site at http://housing.msstate.edu/guest/ or call 
662-325-2867.  

 
Registration and Availability 

 
The Mississippi Turfgrass Short Course is limited, 
therefore, all applications are accepted on a first-come 
first served basis.  A registration form is attached for 
making an application for attendance. 
 

Short Course Sponsors 
 

Mississippi Turfgrass Association 
 in cooperation with 

MSU College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences 

Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service 
Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry 

Experiment Station 
       MSU Campus Landscape Department 
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