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Coach Carter made national news in 1999 when 
he benched his entire undefeated basketball 
team for poor academic performance. The 
controversy surrounding this event caught 
Hollywood’s attention and resulted in the 
production of a movie based on his life, starting 
Samuel L. Jackson. 

 
MSU BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

 
Keynote Speaker 

 

Coach Ken Carter 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2006 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MSU Colvard Union Ballroom 
 

Free and Open to the Public 
 

For more information contact: 
 

Aretha Jones-Cook at (662) 325-2033 
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female owners than any o

Local Historic foundation to 
sponsor Black History 

Tours Feb. 4 & 5 
 
Columbus, MS Historic Foundation, 
in partnership with several area 
organizations, will focus on 
Columbus’ African American 
heritage with the February 4 Black 
History Month Tour.  Tours will be 
conducted at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 1 
p.m. They will begin at the 
Tennessee Williams Welcome 
Center at 300 Main Street in 
Columbus.  Each tour is free and 
transportation is provided, but 
reservations are required. 
 
Tour sponsors include WCBI, the 
Columbus-Lowndes Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, the Mississippi 
School for Mathematics and 
Science, Missionary Union Baptist 
Church, Columbus Air Force Base, 
and Mississippi University for 
Women. 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau
500 Notable African
American Biographies 

>click here< 
 

http://www.factmonster.com/spot/bhmbios1.html
http://www.aka1908.com/
http://www.deltasigmatheta.org/
http://www.zphib1920.org/
http://www.sgrhoalphaphi.com/
http://www.alphaphialpha.net/
http://www.kappaalphapsi1911.com/
http://www.oppf.org/
http://www.pbs1914.org/
http://www.umich.edu/~iphit/national_history.html
http://www.census.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating Community:
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Answers to Quiz: 1. Alain Locke; 2. E
6. Jack Johnson; 7. Madame C .J. Wal
The 2006 Black History Theme
 A Tribute to Black Fraternal, Social and Civic Institutions 

 without institutions to articulate their concerns, preserve their heritage, 
They are vanquished, made into an oppressed caste, or assimilated into 
r distinctiveness, diminishing their voice, and dissipating their ranks.  
ve not met this fate.  The Association for the Study of African American 
sen to devote the 2006 National Black History Theme to exploring the 
l, and civic organizations have had on the evolution of African American 

sary of the founding of the first continuous, collegiate black Greek letter 
lished in an age when racial segregation and disenfranchisement plagued 

ch of the black fraternities and sororities that make up the "Divine Nine" 
espite hardships African Americans refused to assent to a status of 
st their immediate members, the "Divine Nine" joined with the National 
lubs, the Prince Hall Masons, and Eastern Stars, the Urban League, and 
ide service to the entire black community.  As the twentieth century 
tions like the Links and Jack and Jill rose to reflect the middle class 
cans.  More recently civic groups such as the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition and 
dress the community's social, economic, and political challenges. 

entrality of African American religious institutions in the formation of 
le attention has been paid to the full spectrum of black organizations.  
d as a rock in a weary land, African American fraternal, social, and civic 
 community in its efforts to draw sweet honey from the rock of the their 

 Source: Association for the Study of African American Life and History
THE DISENGAGEMENT OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA 

 
Dr. John H. McClendon 

Associate Professor 
African American & American Cultural studies 

Bates College, Lewiston, Maine 
 

February 23, 2006 
Colvard Union Ballroom 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Dr. McClendon is the editor of the American Philosophical 
Association's Newsletter on Philosophy and the Black 
Experience.  He earned his doctorate in Philosophy from 
the University of Kansas and formerly taught at SUNY-
Binghamton, University of Illinois at Champaign/Urbana, 
Eastern Illinois University, and the University of Missouri at 
Columbia. 
 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

For more information contact the Holmes Cultural 
Quiz: African-American Firsts
 

o was the first African-American Rhodes 
holar? 
o was the first African-American senator 
TER Reconstruction? 
o was the first African American to reach 

e North Pole? 
o was the first African-American Nobel 
ace Prizewinner? 
o was the first African-American Miss 
erica? 
o was the first African-American heavy 
ight champion? 
o was the first African-American 
llionaire? 
o was the first African-American mayor of 
ajor U.S. city? 
o was the first African American to win an 

car? 
o was the first African-American tennis 

ampion? 

Diversity Center at 325-2033 

dward Brooke; 3. Matthew A. Henson; 4. Ralph Bunche; 5. Vanessa Williams;   
ker; 8. Carl Stokes; 9. Hattie McDaniel; 10. Althea Gibson 

http://www.nacwc.org/intro.htm
http://www.nacwc.org/intro.htm
http://www.princehall.org/
http://www.nul.org/
http://www.jack-and-jill.org/
http://www.rainbowpush.org/
http://www.100blackmen.org/
http://www.asalh.org/aboutasalhmain.html
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The Great Black Migration

t Black Migration was the migration of
s of African-Americans from the South
rth. African Americans were looking to

he problems of racism in the South and
 could seek out better jobs and an
etter life in the North. It is estimated
e than one million African-Americans
ted in this mass movement. 

at Migration created the first large,
ck communities in the North. The North
lack population rise about 20 percent

 1910 and 1930. Cities such as Chicago,
New York, and Cleveland saw some of
st increases. 

r I and boll weevils were major factors
 blacks to the North. The war created a

mand for labor in the North when it
illions of men to leave their jobs to

n the armed forces and forced
ion to slow down. In the South, a boll
festation of the cotton crop that ruined
and threatened thousands of African
s with starvation also caused people to
th. 

companies were so desperate for help
 paid African Americans' travel expenses
North. While northern labor agents
to the South to encourage blacks to
 go find jobs in the North. 

ck labor leaving the South in large
 southern planters tried to prevent the
but were ultimately unsuccessful. The

ogressive southern employers tried to
better pay and improved treatment.
ied to intimidate blacks, even going so
 board northbound trains and to attack
n and women to try to force them into
 to the South. 

the jobs and housing available in the
he challenges of living in an urban
ent were daunting for many of the new
. 

eam of migrants continued apace,
 until the Great Depression and World
used northern demand for workers to

 Read more….

t © 2002 Educational Broadcasting
ion, Inc
More !WOW! Facts 
 

 age 25 and older, the proportion that 
igh school diploma in 2004.  This 
 by 8 percentage points from 1994 to 

ck college students in fall 2004, roughly 
ber 15 years earlier.  

 age 25 and older, the proportion that 
’s degree or higher in 2004 – up 5 
nts from 1994. 

 age 25 and older, the number who had 
gree in 2004 (e.g., master’s, Ph.D., 

  Ten years earlier -- 1994-- only 
s had this level of education. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Slave Presides Over U.S. Senate

n February 14, 1879, a Republican senator from
ississippi presided over the Senate.  The senator who
mporarily assumed these duties had a personal
ackground that no other senator, before or since, could
laim: he had been born into slavery. 

lanche K. Bruce was born thirty-eight years earlier near
armville, Virginia. The youngest of eleven children, he
orked in fields and factories from Virginia to
ississippi. Highly intelligent and fiercely ambitious,
ruce gained his earliest formal education from the tutor
ired to teach his master's son.  

t the start of the Civil War, Bruce escaped slavery by
leeing to Kansas. He attended Oberlin College for two
ears and then moved to Mississippi, where he purchased
n abandoned cotton plantation and amassed a real estate
ortune. In 1874, while Mississippi remained under
ostwar military control, the state legislature elected
ruce to the U.S. Senate. Several years earlier, that
gislature had sent the Senate its first African American
ember when it elected Hiram Revels to fill out the

emaining months of an unexpired term.  

ithdrawal of the military government in Mississippi 
nded Republican control of that state's political 
stitutions and any chance that Bruce might serve more 
an a single term. That term, however, proved to be an 

ctive one as he advocated civil rights for blacks, Native 
mericans, Chinese immigrants, and even former 
onfederates.  

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=B000968
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=R000166
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN LIVES, A FOUR-HOUR DOCUMENTARY SERIES TRACING BLACK HISTORY THROUGH 
GENEALOGY AND DNA SCIENCE, TO PREMIERE FEBRUARY 2006 ON PBS  

 
Renowned Scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr. To Serve As Series Host  

 
Co-Produced By Thirteen/WNET New York And Kunhardt Productions 

  
A compelling combination of storytelling and science, AFRICAN-AMERICAN LIVES is an unprecedented four-hour
series on PBS that takes Alex Haley's Roots saga to a whole new level. The series will profile some of the most
accomplished African-Americans of our time, using genealogy and DNA to trace their roots down through American
history and back to Africa. Hosted by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., W.E.B. Du Bois professor of the Humanities and chair of
African and African-American Studies at Harvard University, AFRICAN-AMERICAN LIVES will premiere in February
2006 on PBS. The series is a co-production of Thirteen/WNET New York and Kunhardt Productions Inc.  Read more…
 
 
 

 
 
Cnn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

click here 
to view

 
 
The Civil Rights in Mississippi Digital Archive is an 
Internet-accessible, fully searchable database of 
digitized versions of rare and unique library and 
archival resources on race relations in Mississippi 
maintained by the McCain Library & Archives at 
University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. 

 
 
The Art Institute of Chicago's collection of African 
American art provides a rich introduction to over 
100 years of noted achievements in painting, 
sculpture, and printmaking. Ranging 
chronologically from the Civil War era to the 
Harlem Renaissance and from the civil-rights 
struggles following World War II to the 
contemporary period, these works constitute a 
dynamic visual legacy.  click here to view….

Early African American Pioneers and 
Explorers 

 
JAMES BECKWOURTH roamed the West in the 
1840’s as a trapper, scout and hunter.  He discovered a 
pass through the Sierra Nevada Mountains, opening a 
new route for California gold seekers.  This route was 
later used by the Western Pacific Railroad. 
 
YORK, a slave owned by Clark, was one of the 
members of the Lewis and Clark expedition leaving St. 
Louis in the 1804 and traveling up the Missouri river to 
reach the Pacific Coast. 
 
ESTAVANICO, a Black slave, became the first non-
Indian to explore New Mexico and Arizona more than 
80 years before the Pilgrims arrived on the Mayflower 
in 1620.  Born in Morocco in 1500, he traveled as a 
slave to the New World with a Spanish expedition. 
 
MATTHEW HENSON was a co-discoverer of the 
North Pole with Robert Peary and four Eskimos.  
Henson planted the American flag in 1909 on the spot 
said by Peary to be the exact location of the Pole.  
While Peary and his assistants were given acclaim, 
Henson a Black was ignored by the public and the 
government.  He was honored by President Eisenhower 
at the White House in 1954. 
 
JEAN BAPTISTE DU SABLE, a Black pioneer and 
trader, founded the city of Chicago around 1772.  He 
helped open large areas of American wilderness to 
settlers and trappers. A plaque marks the site of his 
house in Chicago which was the City’s first permanent 
dwelling. 
 
NAT LOVE was freed from slavery after the Civil War.  
Nat “Deadwood” Love became a cowboy in the frontier 
region of the west and in 1907 published his 
autobiography “Life and Adventures of Nat Love”, one 
of the few records of the lives of Black cowboys.  

 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/aaworld/
http://www.lib.usm.edu/~spcol/crda/index.html
http://nmaahc.si.edu/resources/default.htm
http://nmaahc.si.edu/resources/default.htm
http://www.artic.edu/artaccess/AA_AfAm/


 
 Who were the Buffalo Soldiers? 

 
African Americans have fought in U.S. military conflicts since colonial days.  However, the Buffalo Soldiers, 
comprised of former slaves, freemen and Black Civil War soldiers, were the first to serve during peacetime. 
 
Shortly after the Civil War, Congress authorized the formation of the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the 38th, 39th, 40th, 
and 41st Infantry Regiments: Six all Black peacetime units. Later the four infantry regiments were merged into the 
24th and 25th Infantries. 
 
Once the Westward movement had begun, these African Americans were charged with and responsible for escorting 
settlers, cattle herds, and railroad crews. The 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments also conducted campaigns against 
American Indian tribes on a western frontier that extended from Montana in the Northwest to Texas, New Mexico, and 
Arizona in the Southwest.  Throughout the era of the Indian Wars, approximately twenty percent of the U.S. Cavalry 
troopers were Black, and they fought over 177 engagements. Their combat prowess, bravery, and tenaciousness on the 
battlefield, inspired the Indians to call them “Buffalo Soldiers.” 
   
Buffalo Soldiers participated in many other military campaigns: The Spanish American War, The Philippine 
Insurrection, The Mexican Expedition, World War I, World War II, and the Korean Police Action. Despite second-
class treatment these soldiers made up first-rate regiments of the highest caliber and had the lowest desertion rate in the 
Army. 
 
Much has changed since the days of the Buffalo Soldiers, including the integration of all military servicemen and 
women.  However, the story of the Buffalo Soldiers remains one of unsurpassed courage and patriotism, and will be 
forever a significant part of the history of America. 
 
African Americans have fought with distinction in all of this country's military engagements. However, some of their 
most notable contributions and sacrifices came during the Civil War. During that conflict, more than 180,000 African 
Americans wore the Union Army blue. Another 30,000 served in the Navy, and 200,000 served as workers on labor, 
engineering, hospital and other military support projects. More than 33,000 of these gallant soldiers gave their lives for 
the sake of freedom and their country. 
 
At least 18 Medals of Honor were presented to Buffalo Soldiers during the Western Campaigns. Similarly, 23 African 
Americans received the nation’s highest military award during the Civil War. 
 
For further reading refer to The Buffalo Soldiers by William H. Leckie. The book, a narrative of the Negro Cavalry in 
the West, remains one of the best sources on the subject. 

Contributions to Diversity Matters, preferably via e-mail, are welcome at any time.
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