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s recently as the 1970’s, women’s history was virtually an unknown topic in the K-12 curriculum or in

the consciousness of the general public. To address this situation, the Education Task force of the

Sonoma County (California) Commission on the Status of Women initiated a “Women's History Week”
celebration for 1978. The activities and events that were held met with an overwhelmingly enthusiastic
response, and within a few years, scores of area schools held programs for Women’s History Week.

In 1979, Molly Murphy MacGregor, then the Director of the Sonoma County Commission on the Status of
Women, was invited to a Women's History Institute at Sarah Lawrence College to discuss the importance of
using Women’s History Week as a focal celebration to recognize and celebrate women's historic
accomplishments.

The conference was for leaders of women’s and girl’s organizations throughout the country. The participants
decided unanimously to promote the idea of a Women's History Week within their own organizations, school
districts, and states. They also agreed to work toward securing an official Congressional Resolution that
would declare the week of March 8th as “National Women's History
Week.”

In March of 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued a Presidential
Message to the American people, encouraging the recognition and
celebration of women's historic accomplishments during the week of
March 8th, Women's History Week. By the end of 1980, then
Representative Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) and Senator Orrin Hatch (R-
UT) had co-sponsored the first Joint Congressional Resolution that
declared the week of March 8th in 1981 as National Women's History
Week.

In 1987, at the request of women’s organizations, museums, libraries,
youth leaders, and educators throughout the country, the National
Women's History Project successfully petitioned Congress to expand
the national celebrations to the entire month of March. A National
Women’s History Month Resolution was quickly approved with strong
bipartisan support in both the House and Senate.

Since 1992, a Presidential Proclamation has carried the directive for what is now a major national and
international celebration.

The 2004 theme for Women’s History Month is “Women Inspiring Hope and Possibility.” The theme
celebrates the hope and sense of possibility that comes to our lives from the inspirational work of women.
Hope comes in many forms from laws challenged and changed, new medical research, stories of compassion
and courage, and watching women stand tall against great odds.
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Women’s History Month Trivia Quiz

ANSWERS: 1. Beverly Sills; 2. Louisa May Alcott; 3. Marian Anderson; 4. Clara Harlowe Barton; 5. Sandra Day
O’Connor; 6. Elizabeth Blackwell; 7. Sally Ride; 8. Rosa Parks; 9. Geraldine Ferraro; and 10. Wilma Mankiller



http://www.nwhp.org/
http://nwhp.org/whm/2004/honorees.html
http://www.census.gov/pubinfo/www/multimedia/WomensHistory.html

Internet Links to Women’s History Month Articles and Timelines

Read biographies of significant women throughout time

Take a quiz based on women and their achievements

Follow a timeline of significant events in women's history

Enjoy activities taken from the Women's History Month Resource Book and
excerpts from Women's Rights on Trial

The U.S. Department of Labor Women's Bureau, established by Congress in 1920, is
the only federal agency mandated to represent the needs of wage-earning women in
the public policy process.

For 83 years, it has been meeting that mandate -- identifying the issues working
women care about most and vigorously pioneering research and remedies to address
them. Read more.

International Women's Day

March 8th commemorates women's rights and peace

In its various incarnations, ranging from a communist holiday to a U.N.-sponsored event, International Women's
Day has been celebrated for almost 90 years.

Inspired by an American commemoration of working women, the German socialist Klara Zetkin organized
International Women's Day (IWD) in 1911. On March 19, socialists from Germany, Austria, Denmark and other
European countries held strikes and marches. Russian revolutionary and feminist Aleksandra Kollontai, who
helped organize the event, described it as “one seething trembling sea of women.”

As the nascent annual event developed, it took on the cause of peace as well as women’s rights. In 1915, Zetkin
organized a demonstration in Bern, Switzerland, to urge the end of World War I. Women on both sides of the war
turned out.

Some of the current issues the U.N. and International Women's Day have focused on include the following:

e About 25,000 brides are burned to death each year in India because of insufficient dowries. The groom’s
family will set the bride on fire, presenting it as an accident or suicide. The groom is then free to remarry.

e In a number of countries, women who have been raped are sometimes killed by their own families to preserve
the family’s honor. Honor killings have been reported in Jordan, Pakistan, Lebanon, Syria, Irag and other
Persian Gulf countries.

e According to the World Health Organization, 85 million to 115 million girls and women have undergone some
form of female genital mutilation. Today, this practice is carried out in 28 African countries, despite the fact
that it is outlawed in a number of these nations.

e Rape as a weapon of war has been used in Chiapas, Mexico; Rwanda, Kuwait, Haiti, Colombia, Yugoslavia, and
elsewhere.

Increasingly, International Women's Day is a time to reflect on progress made, to call for change and to celebrate
acts of courage and determination by ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in the history of
women’s rights. Read more.



http://www.dol.gov/wb/
http://www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2004
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/bio/index.htm
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/quiz/index.htm
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/timeline/index.htm
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/activities/index.htm
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/trials/index.htm

Did You Know?

Currently, 164,000 women serve in the U.S. armed forces;
another 1.6 million are military veterans.

Fifty-five percent of women are currently married (including
those married to an absent spouse and those who are separated);
25% have never married; and 10% each are divorced and
widowed.

The number of single mothers in the U.S. is 10 million, up from
3 million in 1970. About 26% of all parent-child situations
consist of a single mother and her biological child or children,
up from 12% in 1970.

61 percentage of all women, age 18 and over and citizens, voted
in the last presidential election. This compares with 58% of
their male counterparts. Among all voting-age people, women
have voted at higher rates than men in every presidential
election since 1984.

HBO TV will air Iron Jawed
Angels throughout the
month of March. The film
depicts the women’s
suffrage movement and the
fight for voting rights. View
slide show....

Women’s Advocacy Groups*

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE)

The Feminist Majority Foundation

Internal Planned Parenthood Federation/Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR)

The Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality (IANWGE)

National Organization for Women (NOW)

Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO)

* For informational purposes only. Not an endorsement.
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http://www.aclu.org/WomensRights/WomensRightsMain.cfm
http:/www.genderhealth.org/Mission.php?TOPIC=ABT
http://www.feminist.org/
http://www.ippfwhr.org/about/index.html
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ianwge/index.html
http://www.now.org/
http://www.wedo.org/about/about.htm
http://www.hbo.com/films/ironjawedangels/
http://www.hbo.com/films/ironjawedangels/
http://www.hbo.com/films/ironjawedangels/history/
http://www.hbo.com/films/ironjawedangels/history/
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